Ecclesiastes – Life Under the Sun

Youth, Old Age and Death – 11:7-12:8

Living under the shadow of death should motivate you to…

· Enjoy it all (11:7-8)

You will fill me with joy in your presence, with eternal pleasures at your right hand.  

(Psalm 16:11)

Delight yourself in the Lord and he will give you the desires of your heart.  (Psalm 37:4)
· Start young (11:9-12:1)

· Live with passion – “Follow the ways of your heart and whatever your eyes see…”
· Live with wisdom – “…know that for all these things God will bring you judgment.”
· Live with freedom – “…banish anxiety from your heart…cast off the troubles of your body.”

· Remember God – “Remember your Creator in the days of your youth…”
Why live well in the “spring” of life?  Because “winter” is coming…


Therefore…

· Remember where you came from – your Creator  (12:6)
I have come that they might have life, and have it to the full.  (John 10:10)
· Remember where you are going – His presence  (12:7)

Just as man is destined to die once, and after that to face judgment, so Christ was sacrificed once to take away the sins of many people; and he will appear a second time, not to bear sin, but to bring salvation to those who are waiting for him.  (Heb. 9:27-28)[image: image1.png]



























A metaphor for old age (12:2-5)


Keepers of the house tremble – loss of steady-hand


Stoop – loss of posture


Grinders cease – loss of teeth


Those looking through window grow dim – loss of eyesight


Door to street are closed – lips pressed


Rise at sound of birds – can’t sleep


Songs grow faint – loss of hearing


Afraid of heights and dangers in street – loss of security


Almond tree blossoms – white hair


Grasshopper drags – need cane or walker


Desire is no longer stirred – yep, it’s what you think it is!








