When You Feel It Slipping
Your Love In Relationships – Luke 6:27-36

“…and walk in love, just as Christ also loved you, and gave Himself up for us, an offering and a sacrifice to God as a fragrant aroma.”  (Eph. 5:2, NAS)
Love fades when we play by the wrong rules…

· The Bronze rule – do unto others as they do unto you…

You have heard that it was said, “Eye for eye, and tooth for tooth.”  But I tell you, do not resist an evil person…”  (Matt. 5:38-41)
· The Iron Rule – Do one to others before they do one to you.

· The Tin Rule – Do all unto you at the expense of others.
For where jealousy and selfish ambition exist, there is disorder and every evil thing. 
(James 3:16, NAS)
jesus redefines the rules of love – luke 6:27-36
Restoring love comes at a high price – your rights…

Love your enemies, do good to those who hate you, bless those who curse you, pray for those who mistreat you.  (vv. 27-28)

· In the case of being insulted, vulnerability – “If someone strikes you on one cheek, turn to him the other also.”  (v. 29) 
· In the case of being wronged, generosity – “If someone takes your cloak, do not stop him from taking your tunic.  Give to everyone who asks you, and if anyone takes what belongs to you, do not demand it back.” (vv. 29-30)
Restoring love requires the Golden Rule…

Do to others as you would have them do to you.  (v. 31)
Besides the Golden Rule, there is a Platinum Rule…
Be merciful, just as your Father is merciful.  (v. 36)[image: image1.png]



























Praying for those who hurt us takes the poison out of our attitudes…





“Resentment kills a fool, and envy slays the simple.”  (Job 5:3)








