When You Feel It Slipping
Your Hope In God – Luke 24:13-35

Even the faith of the faithful can stagger…
Surely God is good to Israel, to those who are pure in heart.  But as for me, my feet had almost slipped; I had nearly lost my foothold.  For I envied the arrogant when I saw the prosperity of the wicked..  (Psalm 73:1-3)
DISAPPOINTMENT AND HOPE – Luke 22:13-35
Our hope in God can slip away when…
· We don’t recognize His presence (vv. 15-16)
Awake, O Lord! Why do you sleep? Rouse yourself! Do not reject us forever.  Why do you hide your face and forget our misery and oppression?  We are brought down to the dust; our bodies cling to the ground.  Rise up and help us; redeem us because of your unfailing love.  
(Psalm 44:23-26)
· Our expectations don’t match His purposes (vv. 19-21)
"For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways,” declares the LORD.  "As the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than your ways and my thoughts than your thoughts.”  (Isaiah 55:8-9)
· We’re slow to believe His promises (22-26)
Our hope in God is rekindled when…
· We walk the road of faith with other pilgrims  (vv. 13-14, 33)
· We meet with Him in Scripture (v. 27, 32)
For the word of God is living and active, sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing the division of soul and spirit, of joints and marrow, and discerning the thoughts and intentions of the heart.”  (Heb. 4:12, RSV)
· We square up to the reality of the resurrection (vv. 30-31)
( An Easter note to the Christian…

If there is no resurrection of the dead, then not even Christ has been raised.  And if Christ has not been raised, our preaching is useless and so is your faith…But Christ has indeed been raised from the dead, the firstfruits of those who have fallen asleep.  (1 Cor. 15:13-14, 20)
( An Easter note to the skeptic…
Why should any of you consider it incredible that God raises the dead?...At this point Festus interrupted Paul’s defense.  “You are out of your mind, Paul!”  he shouted.  “Your great learning is driving you insane.”  “I am not insane, most excellent Festus,” Paul replied.  “What I am saying is true and reasonable.  The king is familiar with these things, and I can speak freely to him.  I am convinced that none of this has escaped his notice, because it was not done in a corner.”  (Acts 26:24-26)
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