James – Walkin’ the Talk of Faith
5:13-18 – Where Prayer is Powerful

When should I pray?  (James 5:13-16)
· When life is crushing me – “Is any one of you in trouble?  He should pray.”

· When life is good to me – “Is anyone happy?  Let him sing songs of praise.”

· When I’m hurting physically – “Is any one of you sick?”

· When I’m hurting spiritually – “If he has sinned, he will be forgiven.  Therefore, confess your sins to each other and pray for each other so that you may be healed.”

· The principle of the circle of confession – confess as wide as it involves other people.
“I appeal to you, brethren, by our Lord Jesus Christ and by the love of the Spirit, to strive together with me in your prayers to God on my behalf…”  (Rom. 15:30, RSV)
Why should I pray?  (James 5:17-18)

· God unleashes movement through our prayers – “The prayer of a righteous man is powerful and effective.”

· Don’t shrink back, prayer is… powerful...
· Don’t give up, prayer is…effective…
· God is looking for persistence, not perfection – “Elijah was a man just like us.  He prayed earnestly that it would not rain, and it did not rain on the land for three and a half years.  Again he prayed, and the heavens gave rain, and the earth produced its crops.”

“The end of all things is near. Therefore be clear minded and 
self-controlled so that you can pray.”  (1 Peter 4:7)
























What’s the deal with being healed?


You ask for prayer – “He should call the elders…”


We pray in faith – “…call the elders of the church to pray over him and anoint him with oil in the name of the Lord.”


God restores as He wills – “And the prayer offered in faith will make the sick person well; the Lord will raise him up.”











