James – Walkin’ the Talk of Faith
4:1-10 – Where Pride is Costly

The symptoms of spiritual disease… (vv. 1-3)
· Fighting people:
· Desires within – You want something but don’t get it.
· Disappointment without – You kill and covet, but you cannot have what you want.  
· Frustrated prayer:
· Self-dependence – You do not have, because you do not ask God.
· Self-indulgence – When you ask, you do not receive, because you ask with wrong motives, that you may spend what you get on your pleasures.

The painful diagnosis… (vv. 4-5)
· Spiritual adultery – You adulterous people, don’t you know that friendship with the world is hatred toward God?

· This “affair” happens when we choose to wander into worldliness – Anyone who chooses to be a friend of the world becomes an enemy of God.

My people have committed two sins: They have forsaken me, the spring of living water, and have dug their own cisterns, broken cisterns that cannot hold water.  (Jer. 2:13)
The Divine cure… (v. 6)

· As we lower the pride, God increases the grace – But he gives us more grace.  That is why Scripture says: ‘God opposes the proud but gives grace to the humble.’
Let us then approach the throne of grace with confidence, so that we may receive mercy and find grace to help us in our time of need.  (Heb. 4:16)
The road back to health… (vv. 7-10)

· Give in – Submit yourselves, then, to God.

· Get wise – Resist the devil, and he will flee from you.

· Grow close – Come near to God and he will come near to you.
· Get humble – Wash your hands, you sinners, and purify your hearts, you double-minded.  Grieve, mourn and wail.  Change your laughter to mourning and your joy to gloom.  Humble yourselves before the Lord, and he will lift you up.






























