James – Walkin’ the Talk of Faith
3:1-12 – Where the Tongue is Tamed

Good news/bad news…
We all stumble in many ways.  If anyone is never at fault in what he says, he is a perfect man, able to keep his whole body in check.  (James 3:2)
WHY MY MOUTH MATTERS (James 3:2-12)
My tongue has the power to direct my life (vv. 3-4)
The tongue has the power of life and death, and those who love it will eat its fruit.  (Prov. 18:21)
(Therefore, shape your words carefully because your words shape you accordingly
My tongue has the potential to destroy my life (vv. 5-8)
2 examples:

( Verbal arson – “Consider what a great forest is set on fire by a small spark.  The tongue is also a fire…”
( Verbal poison – “It is a restless evil, full of deadly poison.”
When words are many, sin is not absent, but he who holds his tongue is wise.  (Prov. 10:19)
(Therefore, lead with your ears and follow with your tongue
My tongue displays who I am (vv. 9-12)
· Whatever is in the well comes out in the water – “Can both fresh water and salt water flow from the same spring?  My brothers, can a fig tree bear olives, or a grapevine bear figs?  Neither can a salt spring produce fresh water.”
“For out of the overflow of the heart the mouth speaks.”  (Matt. 12:34)
(Therefore, guard and grow your inner life with Christ

Create in me a pure heart, God, and make my spirit right again.  (Psalm 51:10)






























