James – Walkin’ the Talk of Faith
2:1-13 – Where Love is Impartial

We struggle with a common social disease – it’s called favoritism.
For the Lord your God is God of gods and Lord of lords, the great God, mighty and awesome, who shows no partiality and accepts no bribes.  He defends the cause of the fatherless and the widow, and loves the alien, giving him food and clothing.  (Deut. 17-18)
Why favoritism is wrong (James 2:1)
My brethren, do not hold your faith in our glorious Lord Jesus Christ with an attitude of personal favoritism.  (James 2:1, NAS)
How favoritism works (James 2:2-4)

· We look at clothing, not character – “Suppose a man comes into your meeting wearing a gold ring and fine clothes, and a poor man in shabby clothes also comes in.”
· We offer special treatment, not equal affection – “If you show special attention to the man wearing fine clothes and say, ‘Here’s a good seat for you,’ but say to the poor man, ‘You stand over there’ or “Sit on the floor by my feet,’” 
· We appoint ourselves judge, not God – “…have you not discriminated against yourselves and become judges with evil thoughts?”
What favoritism forgot to tell you (James 2:5-7)

· A person’s net-worth isn’t equal to their self-worth – “Has God not chosen those who are poor in the eyes of the world to be rich in faith and to inherit the kingdom he promised those who love him?”

· Not everyone you’re trying to impress loves you – “Is it not the rich who are exploiting you?  Are they not the ones who are dragging you into court?  Are they not the ones who are slandering the noble name of him to whom you belong?”
How favoritism is defeated (James 2:8-11)

· Love with impartiality – “If you really keep the royal law found in Scripture, ‘Love your neighbor as yourself,’ you are doing right.  But if you show favoritism, you sin and are convicted by the law as lawbreakers.”

· Live with accountability – “Speak and act as those who are going to be judged by the law that gives freedom, because judgment without mercy will be shown to anyone who has not been merciful.  Mercy triumphs over judgment!”

Let no debt remain outstanding, except the continuing debt to love one another, for he who loves his fellowman has fulfilled the law…Love does no harm to its neighbor.  Therefore love is the fulfillment of the law.  (Romans 13:8, 10)






























