TEMPTED

Introduction

There is an ancient enemy on the loose…

Be self-controlled and alert. Your enemy the devil prowls around like a roaring lion looking for someone to devour.  (1 Pet. 5:8)
…for Satan himself masquerades as an angel of light.  (2 Cor. 11:14)
Genesis 29:14-35: an early story of temptation, deception and redemption…

· Temptation: every life has a “Rachel” (vv. 14-21)

Why spend money on what is not bread, and your labor on what does not satisfy?  Listen, listen to me, and eat what is good, and your soul will delight in the richest of fare.  (Isaiah 55:2)
· Deception: in the morning it’s always “Leah”  (vv. 22-27)
My people have exchanged their glory for that which does not profit.  Be appalled, O heavens, at this; be shocked, be utterly desolate,” says the Lord; ‘for my people have committed two evils: they have forsaken me, the fountain of living waters, and hewed out cisterns for themselves, broken cisterns that can hold no water.”  (Jeremiah 2:11-13)
· Redemption: the only solution is “Judah”  (vv. 28-35)
For it is clear that our Lord descended from Judah…  (Heb. 7:14)
Day after day every priest stands and performs his religious duties; again and again he offers the same sacrifices, which can never take away sins.  But when this priest had offered for all time one sacrifice for sins, he sat down at the right hand of God.  (Heb. 10:11-12)
The Spirit and the Bride say, “Come…let him who is thirsty come, let him who desires take the water of life without price.”  (Rev. 22:17)[image: image1.png]



