‘Holy’Wood - Tragedy

2 Samuel 11


Our noble hero: King David

Setting: Springtime (11:1)

In the spring, at the time when kings go off to war, David sent Joab out with the king's men and the whole Israelite army. They destroyed the Ammonites and besieged Rabbah. But David remained in Jerusalem.

· Hamartia #1: Avoiding Responsibility
Scene 1 – The fall (2-5)

One evening David got up from his bed and walked around on the roof of the palace. (vs 2a)
· Hamartia #2: Idleness

From the roof he saw a woman bathing. The woman was very beautiful, and David sent someone to find out about her. The man said, "Isn't this Bathsheba, the daughter of Eliam and the wife of Uriah the Hittite?" Then David sent messengers to get her. She came to him, and he slept with her. (She had purified herself from her uncleanness.) Then she went back home. The woman conceived and sent word to David, saying, "I am pregnant." (vss 2b-5)

· Hamartia #3: Adultery
Scene 2 - The cover-up (6-13)

· Hamartia #4: Deception
Uriah said to David, "The ark and Israel and Judah are staying in tents, and my master Joab and my lord's men are camped in the open fields. How could I go to my house to eat and drink and lie with my wife? As surely as you live, I will not do such a thing. (vs 11)

· Hamartia #5: Self-focus
Scene 3 - The orders (14-25)

· Hamartia #6: Murders
Scene 4 - The tragedy (26-27)

When Uriah's wife heard that her husband was dead, she mourned for him. After the time of mourning was over, David had her brought to his house, and she became his wife and bore him a son. But the thing David had done displeased the LORD. (vss 26-27)

· Hamartia #7: Passivity
Scene 5 – The New David

5 thoughts to avoid tragedy:


1.) Stray from structure, succumb to sin

2.) Idleness idealizes imagination


3.) Sin happens fast but consequences last

4.) One sin, two sin, three sin, four…


5.) Sin kept secret sours the soul

