Easter ’08 – God’s Challenging Questions…
The Question of Doubt

The difference between doubt and unbelief…
· Doubt can be the sincere question – a weakened faith.

· Unbelief is the unwillingness to hear the answer – an absence of faith.
Doubt is the skeleton in the closet of faith and I know no better way to treat a skeleton than to bring it into the open and expose it for what it is: not something to hide or fear, but a hard structure on which living tissue may grow. – Phillip Yancey
THE QUESTION OF DOUBT – Luke 24:38; John 20:24-31
They were startled and frightened, thinking they saw a ghost.  He said to them, “Why are you troubled, and why do doubts rise in your minds?”  (Luke 24:37-38)
Doubt sits between the evidence and personal experience (John 20:25-26a)
· Sometimes doubt distracts faith – “Unless I see…unless I touch…I will not believe.”

He who doubts is like a wave of the sea, blown and tossed by the wind.  That man should not think he will receive anything from the Lord; he is a double-minded man, unstable in all he does.  (James 1:6-8)
· Sometimes doubt is met with silence – “A week later…”

I cry out to you, O God, but you do not answer; I stand up, but you merely look at me.  (Job 30:20)
Your doubt in God’s hands is transformational (John 20:27-29)

· It will force a decision – “Stop doubting and believe.”

· It will deepen your faith – “Thomas said to Him, ‘My Lord and my God!’”
For some “seeing was believing” – for us “believing is seeing” – “Because you have seen me you have believed; blessed are those who have not seen and yet have believed.”

























The resurrection of Jesus overcomes our doubts and leads us to life’s purpose





But these are written that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that by believing you may have life in his name.  (John 20:31)








