Easter ’08 – God’s Challenging Questions…
The Question of Spiritual Alertness

Never forget our tendency to wander from God…

Why do my people say, 'We are free to roam; we will come to you no more'? Does a maiden forget her jewelry, a bride her wedding ornaments? Yet my people have forgotten me, days without number.  (Jeremiah 2:31-32)
THE QUESTION OF SPIRITUAL ALERTNESS – Mark 14:32-42
What do you do when life is overwhelming and the soul is struggling?  You pray  (vv. 32-36)

The worst day in our spiritual lives is the day we begin trusting ourselves to finish well (vv. 37-42)
Could you not keep watch for one hour?  Watch and pray so that you will not fall into temptation.  The spirit is willing but the flesh is weak.”  (vv. 37-38)
(Don’t try this at home:  Good intentions + human independence = spiritual failure
“Laziness brings on deep sleep…”  (Prov. 19:15)
You see, when we’re spiritually tired we often…
· Ignore God when He is close (v. 37)
· Give in when we should pray (v. 38-40a)
· Miss out on those things we should hold dear (v. 41)
The tool that God gives us to “stay awake” spiritually is prayer…
I appeal to you, brethren, by our Lord Jesus Christ and by the love of the Spirit, to strive together with me in your prayers to God on my behalf…”  (Romans 15:30, RSV)
Two ways to think about striving in prayer…

· Striving in prayer against some things in our lives (unbelief, pride, apathy, distractions, pain, etc.)
· Striving in prayer for some things in our lives (people, opportunities, hopes, spiritual maturity, etc.)
























Jesus modeled a prayer that is…


Intimate – “Abba, Father…”


Dependent – “…everything is permissible for you.”


Honest – “Take this cup from me.”


Surrendered – “Yet not what I will, but what you will.”











