Easter ’08 – God’s Challenging Questions…
The Question of Jesus

We all live at the mercy of our ideas about the way things are…

There is a way that seems right to a man, but in the end it leads to death.  (Prov. 14:12)
THE QUESTION OF JESUS – LUKE 9:18-27
The “Jesus question” according to public opinion…

Once when Jesus was praying in private and his disciples were with him, he asked them, “Who do the crowds say I am?”  They replied, “Some say John the Baptist; others say Elijah; and still others, that one of the prophets of long ago has come back to life.”  (vv. 18-19)
The “Jesus question” according to personal conviction…

“But what about you?” he asked.  “Who do you say that I am?”  Peter answered, “The Christ of God.”  (v. 20)

(Reflection:  Which level of conviction do you think Jesus was most interested in changing in His disciples?
Jesus now explains how we will prove our core conviction…
And he said, “The Son of Man must suffer many things and be rejected by the elders, chief priests and teachers of the law, and he must be killed and on the third day be raised to life.”  Then he said to them all: “If anyone would come after me, he must deny himself and take up his cross daily and follow me.  For whoever wants to save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for me will save it.  What good is it for a man to gain the whole world, and yet lose or forfeit his very self?  If anyone is ashamed of me and my words, the Son of Man will be ashamed of him when he comes in the glory of the Father and of the holy angels.”  (vv. 21-26)
According to this passage, we’ve answered the “Jesus question” properly when…

· There’s a denial of self-fulfillment – “…he must deny himself…”
· There’s a surrender of self-allegiance – “…take up his cross daily…”
· There’s a submission to Christ’s leadership – “…and follow me…”
The question of Jesus is about bridging the “loss” of our lives and the “fulfillment” of our lives through the act of faith – “For whoever wants to save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for me will save it.”

But whatever was to my profit I now consider loss for the sake of Christ.  What is more, I consider everything a loss compared to the surpassing greatness of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord, for whose sake I have lost all things.  I consider them rubbish, that I may gain Christ and be found in him, not having a righteousness of my own that comes from the law, but that which is through faith in Christ…  (Phil. 3:7-9)
























Three levels of conviction:


Public convictions – what I say I believe  (Matthew 2:8)


Private convictions – what I think I believe  (Mark 14:29, 31)


Core convictions – what my life reveals that I believe  (James 2:14, 18)








