Kingdom Life
Part 4 – Trouble Outside the Kingdom Walls

In describing kingdom life in the Bible, one thing is clear – there is no such thing as undercover citizens…
“You are the light of the world…let your light shine before men…”  (Matt. 5:14, 16)
The Reality of Opposition – John 15:18-27
· Hostility towards the sheep started with the Shepherd – “If the world hates you, keep in mind that it hated me first.”  (V. 18)
· It’s our association, not our situation that brings trouble – “If you belonged to the world, it would love as its own.  As it is, you do not belong to the world, but I have chosen you out of the world.  That is why the world hates you.”  (V. 19)
· Our citizenship has changed – we believe differently (Phil. 3:18-20)
· Our moral compass has changed – we behave differently (1 Peter 2:11-12)
· Expect one of two responses outside the walls:  opposition or openness – “Remember the words I spoke to you: ‘No servant is greater than his Master.’  If they persecuted me they will persecute you also.  If they obeyed my teaching, they will obey yours also.”  (V. 20)
· Despite the opposition, God’s still on mission – “When the Counselor comes, whom I will send to you from the Father, the Spirit of truth who goes out from the Father, He will testify about Me.  And you also must testify, for you have been with me from the beginning.”  (Vv. 26-27) 
· God loves the world too much to leave it the way it is (John 3:16)

The King’s call on our lives to share Him outside the walls is met with one of four possible responses…

· “Who me?”
· “Not me.”

· “Why me?”

· “Send me.”
“When they heard this, they were furious and gnashed their teeth at him.  But Stephen, full of the Holy Spirit, looked up to heaven and saw the glory of God, and Jesus standing at the right hand of God.  ‘Look,’ he said, ‘I see heaven open and the Son of Man standing at the right hand of God.’  At this they covered their ears and, yelling at the top of their voices, they all rushed at him, dragged him out of the city and began to stone him.”  (Acts 7:55-58) 
























