Beyond the tomb
Transforming Our Fears
The resurrection and the Christian…
If there is no resurrection of the dead, then not even Christ has been raised.  And if Christ has not been raised, our preaching is useless and so is your faith….But Christ has indeed been raised from the dead, the firstfruits of those who have fallen asleep.  (1 Cor. 15:13-14, 20)
The resurrection and the skeptic…

At this point Festus interrupted Paul's defense. "You are out of your mind, Paul!" he shouted. "Your great learning is driving you insane."  "I am not insane, most excellent Festus," Paul replied. "What I am saying is true and reasonable.  The king is familiar with these things, and I can speak freely to him. I am convinced that none of this has escaped his notice, because it was not done in a corner.”  (Acts 26:24-26)
The Resurrection - Transforming Our Fears

John 20:19-23

Faces of fear:
1. Fright – instinctive fear, designed to protect us from physical danger.

2. Worry – fear produced by our worst imaginings.

3. Guilt – fear caused by a troubled conscience.

4. Insecurity – fear prompted by feelings of inadequacy.

5. Dread – fear generated by life’s fundamental uncertainty.

The problem - A life ruled by fear cannot ultimately be a life of freedom…
Since the children have flesh and blood, he too shared in their humanity so that by his death he might destroy him who holds the power of death-- that is, the devil-- and free those who all their lives were held in slavery by their fear of death.  (Heb 2:14-15)
In John 20:19-23, Jesus overcame fear in the life of His disciples by…
· Offering peace (v. 19)

· Peace with God (Romans 5:1)

· Peace of God (Phil. 4:6-7)

· Peace with others (Matt. 5:9)

· Offering proof (v. 20)

· Offering purpose (vv. 21-23)













