worship
The Essence of Worship
“If Christianity is the transformation of rebels into worshippers of God, then it is imperative for the Christian to know and understand what constitutes Biblical worship.”  Andrew Hill
A few common “worship-busters”…

· Right words, distant heart – “The Lord says: "These people come near to me with their mouth and honor me with their lips, but their hearts are far from me. Their worship of me is made up only of rules taught by men.”  (Isaiah 29:13)
· Good devotion, wrong focus – The blacksmith takes a tool and works with it in the coals; he shapes an idol with hammers, he forges it with the might of his arm.  He gets hungry and loses his strength; he drinks no water and grows faint.  The carpenter measures with a marker; he roughs it out with chisels and marks it with compasses.  He shapes it in the form of man, of man in all his glory, that it may dwell in a shrine… he makes a god, his idol; he bows down to it and worships.  He prays to it and says, “Save me; you are my god.”  They know nothing, they understand nothing; their eyes are plastered over so they cannot see, and their minds closed so they cannot understand.  (Isaiah 44:12-13; 17-18)
· Right focus, poor devotion – “When you bring blind animals for sacrifice, is that not wrong?  When you sacrifice crippled or diseased animals, is that not wrong?  Try offering them to your governor!  Would he be pleased with you?  Would he accept you?” says the Lord…“When you bring injured, crippled, or diseased animals and offer them as sacrifices, should I accept them from your hands?” says the Lord.  “Cured is the cheat who has an acceptable male in his flock and vows to give it, but then sacrifices a blemished animal to the Lord.  For I am a great king” says the Lord Almighty, “and my name is to be feared among the nations.”  (Malachi 1:8, 13b-14)
God-pleasing worship…
· Centers on a sacred person, not a sacred place – Jesus declared, “Believe me, woman, a time is coming when you will worship the Father neither on this mountain nor in Jerusalem.”  (John 4:21)
· Flows from an engaged heart and an informed mind – “You Samaritans worship what you do not know; we worship what we do know, for salvation is from the Jews.  Yet a time is coming and has now come when the true worshipers will worship the Father in spirit and truth, for they are the kind of worshipers the Father seeks.  God is spirit, and his worshipers must worship in spirit and truth.”  (John 4:22-24)
· Strives to live an honorable and dedicated life - Therefore, I urge you, brothers, in view of God's mercy, to offer your bodies as living sacrifices, holy and pleasing to God-- this is your spiritual act of worship.  (Romans 12:1)
· Overflows in doing good to others – Through Jesus, therefore, let us continually offer to God a sacrifice of praise – the fruit of lips that confess his name.  And do not forget to do good and to share with others, for with such sacrifices God is pleased.  (Hebrews 13:15-16)












