1 Corinthians – Untangled

Singleness – 7:25-38


The LORD God said, “It is not good for the man to be alone.  I will make a helper suitable for him.”  (Gen. 2:18)
However, singleness can be a great gift…

I wish that all men were as I am.  But each man has his own gift from God; one has this gift, another has that.  (1 Cor. 7:6-7)
The benefits of singleness…

· Less suffering when persecuted – “Now about virgins: I have no command from the Lord, but I give a judgment as one who by the Lord’s mercy is trustworthy.  Because of the present crisis, I think that it is good for you to remain as you are.”  (vv. 25-26)
· More troubles in marriage – “But if you do marry, you have not sinned; and if a virgin marries, she has not sinned.  But those who marry will face many troubles in this life, and I want to spare you this.” (v. 28)
· Undivided devotion to Jesus – “An unmarried man is concerned about the Lord’s affairs – how he can please the Lord.  But a married man is concerned about the affairs of this world – how he can please his wife – and his interests are divided.  An unmarried woman or virgin is concerned about the Lord’s affairs: Her aim is to be devoted to the Lord in both body and spirit.  But a married woman is concerned about the affairs of the world – how she can please her husband.  I am saying this for your own good, not to restrict you, but that you may live in a right way in undivided devotion to the Lord.”  (vv. 32-35)
What about dating?

Do not be yoked together with unbelievers.  For what do righteousness and wickedness have in common?  Or what fellowship can light have with darkness?  What does a believer have in common with an unbeliever?  (2 Cor. 6:14-15)
· Be holy in your actions – “Flee from sexual immorality…honor God with your body.”  (1 Cor. 6:18, 20)
· Be content in your circumstance – “Nevertheless, each one should retain the place in life that the Lord assigned to him and to which God has called him.”  (1 Cor. 7:17)
· Be honest with your intentions – “If anyone thinks he is acting improperly toward the virgin he is engaged to, and if she is getting along in years and he feels he ought to marry, he should do as he wants.  He is not sinning.  They should get married.  But the man who has settled the matter in his own mind, who is under no compulsion but has control over his own will, and who has made up his mind not to marry the virgin – this man also does the right thing.”  (1 Cor. 7:36-37)

Be devoted to one another in brotherly love.  Honor one another above yourselves.  (Rom. 12:10)
























