1 Corinthians – Untangled

Sexual Immorality – 6:12-20


The Bible is clear: sexual activity outside of marriage is sin…

It is God’s will that you should be sanctified: that you should avoid sexual immorality; that each of you should learn to control his own body in a way that is holy and honorable, not in passionate lust like the heathen, who do not know God… (1 Thes. 4:3-6)
You have heard that it was said, “Do not commit adultery.”  But I tell you that anyone who looks at a woman lustfully has already committed adultery with her in his heart.  (Matt. 5:27-28)
Unfortunately the Corinthian church is mired in it…

It is actually reported that there is sexual immorality among you, and of a kind that does not even occur among pagans: a man has his father’s wife.  (1 Cor. 5:1)
Here’s what Paul wants you to know about sexual immorality…

· It might be legal but it’s not profitable – “’Everything is permissible for me’ – but not everything is beneficial.  ‘Everything is permissible for me,’ but I will not be mastered by anything.”  (v. 12)
· God owns the rights to your body – “’Food for the stomach and stomach for the food’ – but God will destroy them both.  The body is not meant for sexual immorality, but for the Lord, and the Lord for the body.  By His power God raised the Lord from the dead, and he will raise us also.”  (vv. 13-14)
· You’re taking Jesus into the bedroom with you – “Do you not know that your bodies are members of Christ himself?  Shall I then take the members of Christ and unite them with a prostitute?  Never!”  (v. 15)

· Sexual intimacy is not just biological – “Do you not know that he who unites himself with a prostitute is one with her in body?  For it is said, ‘The two will become one flesh.’  But he who unites himself with the Lord is one with him in spirit.”  (vv. 16-17)
So what’s the strategy?

· Run! – “Flee from sexual immorality.”  (v. 18a)
Can a man scoop fire into his lap without his clothes being burned?  (Prov. 6:27)
· Choose a life of worship over a moment of pleasure – “All other sins a man commits are outside his body, but he who sins sexually sins against his own body.  Do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit, who is in you, whom you have received from God?  You are not your own; you were bought at a price.  Therefore, honor God with your body.”  (vv. 18-19)
What happens when I fail?

Therefore, since we have been justified through faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we have gained access by faith into this grace in which we now stand.  (Rom. 5:1-2)
























