We Shall Overcome – Finding Hope in Hardship

1 Peter 4:12-19 – Suffering Christians

Not everyone is thrilled that you’re a Christian so…

· Remember you’re loved – “Dear friends (beloved), do not be surprised at the painful trial you are suffering as though something strange were happening to you.” (v. 12)
( Temptation: to expect heaven on earth
· Look to your homecoming – “But rejoice that you participate in the sufferings of Christ so that you may be overjoyed when his glory is revealed.”  (v. 13)
( Temptation: to take the short view
I consider that our present sufferings are not worth comparing with the glory that will be revealed in us.  (Rom. 8:18)

· Trust the Holy Spirit – “If you are insulted because of the name of Christ, you are blessed, for the Spirit of glory and of God rests on you.”  (v. 14)
As soon as Jesus was baptized, he went up out of the water.  At that moment heaven was opened, and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove and lighting on him.  
(Matt. 3:16)
( Temptation: to follow your instincts
· Examine your life – “If you suffer, it should not be as a murderer or thief or any other kind of criminal, or even as a meddler.  However, if you suffer as a Christian, do not be ashamed, but praise God that you bear that name.  For it is time for judgment to begin with the family of God…”  (vv. 15-17a)
( Temptation: to judge everyone else
· Continue to serve – “So then, those who suffer according to God’s will should commit themselves to their faithful Creator and continue to do good.”  (v. 19)
Live such good lives among the pagans that, though they accuse you of doing wrong, they may see your good deeds and glorify God on the day he visits us.  (1 Peter 2:12)[image: image1.png]

































