Daniel – Living the Christian Life in a Tough World
Chapter 5 – Serving With No Strings Attached

“The greatest among you will be your servant.  For whoever exalts himself will be humbled, and whoever humbles himself will be exalted.”  (Matthew 23:11-12, NIV)

HUMILITY – THE HEART OF SERVANTHOOD:

· Understanding humility - God doesn’t want us to think less of ourselves, He simply wants us to think of ourselves less.

“Do nothing from selfishness or empty conceit, but with humility of mind let each of you regard one another as more important than himself; do not merely look out for your own personal interests, but also for the interests of others.”  (Philippians 2:3-4, NAS)
Which is why we should heed King Nebuchadnezzar’s warning in Daniel 4…
“And those who walk in pride He is able to humble.”  (Dan 4:37)
DANIEL 5 – SERVING WITH NO STRINGS ATTACHED:

· Sometimes needs surface in uncomfortable places (5:1-9)

· God’s solution to meeting those needs always includes His people (5:10-12)
· There will always be temptation to serve for the wrong reasons (5:13-16)
· Self-fulfillment – “If you can read this writing and tell me what it means, you will be clothed in purple and have a gold chain placed around your neck…”
· Self-advancement – “…you will be made the third highest ruler in the kingdom.”

· When needs arise. great servants look for God’s purpose, not personal reward.  (5:17ff)
Servanthood is always asking this question:  What’s next?















Every day we face the test of greatness:


Exalt yourself


Humble yourself





By the way, servanthood doesn’t offer retirement – Daniel is over 80 years old!








