
Christmas Conspiracy 
Spending Versus Giving 
 
 
The conspiracy: massive consumption, coveting and burden… 
 
As goods increase, so do those who consume them.  And what benefit are they to the owner except 
to feast his eyes on them?  The sleep of a laborer is sweet, whether he eats little or much, but the 
abundance of a rich man permits him no sleep.  I have seen a grievous evil under the sun: wealth 

hoarded to the harm of its owner, or wealth lost through some misfortune.  (Eccl. 5:10-14) 
 
The first Christmas: quiet humility, simplicity and sacrifice… 
 
While they were there, the time came for the baby to be born, and she gave birth to her firstborn, 
a son.  She wrapped Him in cloths and placed Him in a manger, because there was no room for 

them at the inn.  (Luke 2:6-7) 
 

When the time of their purification according to the Law of Moses had been completed, Joseph 
and Mary took Him to Jerusalem to present Him to the Lord…and to offer a sacrifice in keeping 

with what is said in the Law of the Lord: “a pair of doves or two young pigeons.”  
(Luke 2:22, 24) 

 
 
The revolution: exchanging material investments for ministry investments by… 
 

•  Enjoying what you have – “But godliness with contentment is great gain.  For we 
brought nothing into the world, and we can take nothing out of it.  But if we have food 
and clothing, we will be content with that.” (1 Tim. 6:6-8) 

•  Limiting the appetite – “Watch out!  Be on your guard against all kinds of greed; a 
man’s life does not consist in the abundance of his possessions.” (Luke 12:15) 

•  Changing your perspective – “For Christ’s love compels us, because we are convinced 
that one died for all and therefore all died.  And He died for all, that those who live 
should no longer live for themselves but for Him who died for them and was raised again.  
So from now on we regard no one from a worldly point of view.” (2 Cor. 5:14-16) 

•  Serving those in need – “When you give a luncheon or dinner, do not invite your friends, 
your brothers or relatives, or your rich neighbors; if you do, they may invite you back 
and so you will be repaid.  But when you give a banquet, invite the poor, the crippled, the 
lame, the blind and you will be blessed.  Although they cannot repay you, you will be 
repaid at the resurrection of the righteous.” (Luke 14:12-14) 

 
 
This Christmas let God’s generosity motivate ours… 
 
For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though He was rich, yet for your sakes He 

became poor, so that you through His poverty might become rich. (2 Cor. 8:9) 
 


