If You Knew, You Would Ask

Priority of Prayer

If we don’t know Him well, we don’t ask Him much…

Jesus answered her, “If you knew the gift of God and who it is that asks you for a drink, you would have asked him and he would have given you living water.”  (John 4:10)
You are all sons of God through faith in Christ Jesus…Because you are sons, God sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, the Spirit who calls out, “Abba, Father.”  (Gal. 4:1, 6)
Prayer brings…

· Glory to God – “And I will do whatever you ask in my name, so that the Son may bring glory to the Father.  You ask me for anything in my name, and I will do it.”  (John 14:13-14)
· Joy to my life – “Until now you have not asked for anything in my name.  Ask and you will receive, and your joy will be complete.”  (John 16:24)
Our Father’s invitation – Matthew 7:7-12
· He promises to respond – “…it will be given to you…you will find…the door will be opened to you…receives…finds…the door will be opened.” (vv. 7-8)
· He responds to everyone – “For everyone who asks receives…” (v. 8)
· We can trust His response – “Which of you, if his son asks for bread, will give him a stone?  Or if he asks for a fish, will give him a snake?  If you, then, though you are evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will your Father in heaven give good gifts to those who ask him!”  (vv. 9-11)
A common temptation – James 4:2-3

· Self-dependence – “You do not have, because you do not ask God.” (v. 2b)
· Self-indulgence – “When you ask, you do not receive, because you ask with wrong motives, that you may spend what you get on your pleasures.” (v. 3)
And without faith it is impossible to please God, because anyone who comes to him must believe that he exists and that he rewards those who earnestly seek him.  (Heb. 11:6)
But when you pray, go into your room, close the door and pray to your Father, who is unseen.  Then your Father, who sees what is done in secret, will reward you.  (Matt. 6:6)
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