Ecclesiastes – Life Under the Sun

More Miles of Bad Road – 2:12-26 

Solomon tries to figure out life and death through wisdom…

Then I turned my thoughts to consider wisdom, and also madness and folly.  What more can the king’s successor do than what has already been done?  (Eccl. 2:12)
· The good news:  wise people are better off than fools (vv. 13-14a)
· The bad news:  both die (vv. 14b-16)

And then he tries to fix life and death through work…

(Does work ever satisfy?

· Hurt – “So I hated life, because what is done under the sun was grievous to me.” (v. 17)
· Frustration – “I hated all the things I had toiled for under the sun, because I must leave them to the one who comes after me.  And who knows whether he will be a wise man or a fool?” (v. 18)
· Despair – “So my heart began to despair over all my toilsome labor under the sun.”     (v. 20)
(Why is work so frustrating?

Cursed is the ground because of you; through painful toil you will eat of it all the days of your life…By the sweat of your brow you will eat your food until you return to the ground since from it you were taken.  (Gen. 3:17-19)
(If death is where we’re going, what do we do until then?

A man can do nothing better than to eat and drink and find satisfaction in his work.  This too, I see, is from the hand of God, for without him, who can eat or find enjoyment?  To the man who pleases him, God gives wisdom, knowledge and happiness, but to the sinner he gives the task of gathering and storing up wealth to hand it over to the one who pleases God.  This too is, meaningless, a chasing after the wind.  (Eccl. 2:24-26)
· Eat well, work hard, sleep sound, and trust God.

Whatever your hand finds to do, do it with all your might, for in the grave, where you are going, there is neither working nor planning nor knowledge nor wisdom.  (Eccl. 9:10)
(What happens when I die?

Just as man is destined to die once, and after that to face judgment, so Christ was sacrificed once to take away the sins of many people; and he will appear a second time, not to bear sin, but to bring salvation to those who are waiting for him.  (Heb. 9:27)
Death has been swallowed up in victory.  “Where, O death, is your victory?  Where, O death, is your sting?”  The sting of death is sin, and the power of sin is the law.  But thanks be to God!  He gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.  (1 Cor. 15:54-57)[image: image1.png]

































