A Journey Through Philippians
Philippians 2:19-30
Joy In Ministry
Craig Smith

Through his own personal relationships, Paul teaches us how to find joy in ministry… 

Take A Genuine Interest In Others – 2:19-21

How do I get the focus off of myself?
· Become a manager of the interests of Jesus Christ – “For everyone looks out for his own interests, not those of Jesus Christ.”
Learn From The Experts – 2:22-24

Timothy’s relationship with Paul teaches us about two vital needs you will fulfill when you associate with the experts…

· You become prepared – “You, however, know all about my teaching, my way of life, my purpose, faith, patience, love, endurance, persecutions, sufferings-- what kinds of things happened to me in Antioch, Iconium and Lystra, the persecutions I endured.”  (Paul to Timothy - 2 Tim. 3:10-11)
· You become proven – “…you know that Timothy has proved himself…”
Invest In Your Relationships – 2:25

Paul and Epaphroditus:  A perfect working relationship…
· The concern of a brother – “Epaphroditus…my fellow brother…”
· The effort of a laborer - “Epaphroditus... fellow worker…”
· The fight of a soldier - “Epaphroditus…fellow soldier…”
Take Some Risks – 2:26-30

The example of Epaphroditus teaches us that risk must be…

· Weighed by its importance – “…for the work of Christ…”
· Done in faith – “…risking his life to make up for the help you could not give me.”  
· Paid with consequences – “…he almost died…”
























