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Safeguard Your Faith – 3:1-3

Paul warns us that our faith is under attack and offers two steps needed to guard it… 
· Know who your enemies are – “…those dogs, those men who do evil, those mutilators of the flesh.”
· Know who you are – “…it is we who are the circumcision, we who worship by the Spirit of God, who glory in Christ Jesus, and who put no confidence in the flesh.”
Understand Your Competitors – 3:4-6

Paul speaks of 7 competitors in his own life that kept him from realizing his greatest achievement…

	Paul’s competitors
	Today’s version

	Ritualism – “circumcised on the eighth day”
	I’ve done the right ceremonies

	Nationalism – “of the people of Israel”
	I live in the right country

	Elitism – “of the tribe of Benjamin”
	I run with the right crowd

	Religiosity – “a Hebrew of Hebrews”
	I’m in the right denomination

	Aristocracy – “a Pharisee”
	I have the right power and

privilege

	Enthusiasm – “as for zeal, persecuting the church”
	I have the right drive

	Legalism – “faultless”
	I follow the right rules


Choose Your Treasure – 3:7-11

Paul helps you determine what’s worth chasing after…

· Consider your profit loss – “But whatever was to my profit I now consider loss for the sake of Christ.”
· Good things become bad things when they keep us from the best things – “I consider everything a loss compared to the surpassing greatness of knowing Christ…for whose sake I have lost all things.”
· Compare the world’s reward with God’s reward – “I consider them rubbish that I may gain Christ and be found in him…the righteousness that comes from God and is by faith.”
























