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A Concern For Others – 4:10

Paul teaches us the best reason for serving others…

· Because you care! – “…at last you
       have renewed your concern for me.  
      Indeed, you have been concerned,
       but you had no opportunity to show it.”
A Contentment With Things – 4:11-13

Paul teaches us that contentment…

· Must be learned – “…for I have learned to be content whatever the circumstances.”
· Is not dependent on circumstances, but rather on Christ – “I have learned the secret of being content in any and every situation, whether well fed or hungry, whether living in plenty or want.  I can do everything through him who gives me strength.”
“Rich and poor have this in common: The Lord is the Maker of them all.”  (Prov. 22:2)
A Commitment To Give – 4:14-23

Paul shares three signs of mature giving…
· Give out of an awareness of someone’s need – “…it was good of you to share in my troubles.”
· Give when no one else gives – “…not one church shared with me in the matter of giving and receiving, except you only…”
· Give again and again - “…for even when I was in Thessalonica, you sent me aid again and again when I was in need.”
Paul then shares three signs of mature receiving…

· You focus on the benefit for the giver – “Not that I am looking for a gift, but I am looking for what may be credited to your account.”
· You are satisfied with the gift – “I have received full payment and even more; I am amply supplied…”
· You see the true value of what’s been given – “They are a fragrant offering, an acceptable sacrifice, pleasing to God.”
· Paul is saying in essence, “You met my need, and God is going to meet your need. You met one need that I have, but my God will meet all of your needs. You gave out of your poverty, but God will supply your needs out of His riches in glory!”















Three poor reasons to help others…





1.  Because you must – (out of legalism)


2.  Because you get – (out of selfishness)


3.  Because you have – (out of guilt)











