Virtues of Stewardship

Integrity - Various

They came to him and said, “Teacher, we know you are a man of integrity. You aren’t swayed by men, because you pay no attention to who they are; but you teach the way of God in accordance with the truth.”  (Mark 12:14)
“His wife said to him, ‘Are you still holding on to your integrity?  Curse God and die!’”  

(Job 2:9)
Integrity:  Why it matters…

· It’s a big deal to God - “Woe to you, teachers of the law and Pharisees, you hypocrites!  You are like whitewashed tombs, which look beautiful on the outside but on the inside are full of dead men’s bones and everything unclean.  In the same way, on the outside you appear to people as righteous but on the inside you are full of hypocrisy and wickedness.”  (Matthew 23:27-28)
· It impacts the lives of others -  “The righteous man leads a blameless life; blessed are his children after him.”  (Prov. 20:7)
· It is more important than wealth – “Better a poor man whose walk is blameless than a rich man whose ways are perverse.”  (Prov. 28:6)
· It will protect you in life – “The man of integrity walks securely, but he who takes crooked paths will be found out.”  (Prov. 10:9)
Integrity: How to test it…

· The test of honesty: speak the truth – “The Lord detests lying lips, but he delights in men who are truthful.”  (Prov. 12:22)
· The test of credibility: keep your word – “Simply let your “Yes” be “Yes” and your “No” be “No; anything beyond this comes from the evil one.”  (Matt. 5:37)
· The test of courage: do what’s right – “Anyone, then, who knows the good he ought to do and doesn’t do it, sins.”  (James 4:17)
Integrity: How to maintain it…

· Choose friends wisely – “Do not be misled: “Bad company corrupts good character.’”  (1 Cor. 15:33)
· Sweat the small stuff – “The Lord detests differing weights, and dishonest scales do not please him.”  (Prov. 20:23)
· Guard what goes in – “The good man brings good things out of the good stored up in his heart, and the evil man brings evil things out of the evil stored up in his heart.”  (Luke 6:45)
· Walk with God – “Remain in me, and I will remain in you.  No branch can bear fruit by itself; it must remain in the vine.  Neither can you bear fruit unless you remain in me.”  (John 15:4)[image: image1.png]

































