Grateful

For A Shepherd


Psalm 23 – a hymn of gratitude…

· Grateful for the Shepherd’s gracious provision – “The LORD is my shepherd, I shall not be in want.”  (v. 1)
Sheep exam: Is He enough?
· Grateful for the Shepherd’s restful direction – “He makes me lie down in green pastures, he leads me beside quiet waters, he restores my soul.  He guides me in paths of righteousness for his name’s sake.”  (vv. 2-3)
Sheep exam: Do you obey Him?
· Grateful for the Shepherd’s protective presence – “Even though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil, for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they comfort me.”  (v. 4)
	God to Abraham…
	I am with you to bless you (Gen. 26:24)

	God to Jacob…
	I am with you to keep you (Gen. 28:15)

	God to Israel…
	I am with you to strengthen you (Isaiah 41:10)

	God to Jeremiah…
	I am with you to deliver you (Jer. 1:8)

	God to Judah…
	I am with you to save you (Jer. 30:11)

	Jesus to us…
	I am with you to the end of the age (Matt. 28:20)


Sheep exam: Do you run to Him?
· Grateful for the Shepherd’s faithful promises – “You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies.  You annoint me head with oil; my cup overflows.  Surely goodness and love will follow me all the days of my life and I will dwell in the house of the LORD forever.”  (vv. 5-6)
Sheep exam: Do you trust Him?

I am the good shepherd; I know my sheep and my sheep know me – just as the Father knows me and I know the Father – and I lay down my life for the sheep.  (John 10:14-15)
























