Jonah – Chapter 2
Going to School on Jonah’s Nickel

The tendency to wander from God is as ancient as man…

Why do my people say, 'We are free to roam; we will come to you no more'? Does a maiden forget her jewelry, a bride her wedding ornaments? Yet my people have forgotten me, days without number.  (Jeremiah 2:31-32)
“The greatest challenge prior to conversion is to win the heart to God.  The greatest challenge after conversion is to keep the heart with God.”  John Flavel
In chapter 1, God had Jonah’s mind.  In chapter 2, God is going to get his heart…

· God allows us to spiral to the end so He can start a new beginning (vv. 1-2)
Because of the LORD's great love we are not consumed, for his compassions never fail.  They are new every morning; great is your faithfulness.  (Lam. 3:22-23)
· Some of the best spiritual lessons are learned at the “end of the rope” (vv. 3-10 )
· You learn that God is directing the storm – “You hurled me into the deep…all your waves and breakers swept over me.”
· You learn that you might be helpless but never hopeless – “I said, ‘I have been banished from your sight; yet I will look again toward your holy temple.’”
· You learn that God is redeeming what you sought to destroy - “But you brought my life up from the pit, O Lord my God.”
· You learn that an empty world for God’s grace is a bad trade – “Those who cling to worthless idols forfeit the grace that could be theirs.”
· You learn that God is maturing you through it all – “But I, with a song of thanksgiving, will sacrifice to you.  What I have vowed I will make good.  Salvation comes from the Lord.”
Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In his great mercy he has given us new birth into a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, and into an inheritance that can never perish, spoil or fade-- kept in heaven for you, who through faith are shielded by God's power until the coming of the salvation that is ready to be revealed in the last time.  In this you greatly rejoice, though now for a little while you may have had to suffer grief in all kinds of trials.  These have come so that your faith-- of greater worth than gold, which perishes even though refined by fire-- may be proved genuine and may result in praise, glory and honor when Jesus Christ is revealed.  (1 Peter 1:3-5)






























