Kingdom Life
Part 3 – Generosity in the Kingdom

What we hope to gain by clinging to our things…
· Satisfaction

“Whoever loves money never has money enough; whoever loves wealth is never satisfied with his income.  This too is meaningless.”  (Eccl. 5:10-11)
· Significance

“For whoever wants to save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for me and for the gospel will save it.  What good is it for a man to gain the whole world, yet forfeit his soul?”  (Mark 8:35-36)
· Security

“Do not wear yourself out to get rich; have the wisdom to show restraint.  Cast but a glance at riches, and they are gone, for they will surely sprout wings and fly off to the sky like an eagle.”  (Proverbs 23:4-5)
Jesus and Generous Living – Luke 12:13-21

(Important Note – We all tend to expect generosity from others – “Teacher, tell my brother to divide the inheritance with me?”  (v. 13)
· Generous living requires personal contentment – “Jesus replied, ‘Man, who appointed me a judge or an arbiter between you?’  Then he said to them, ‘Watch out!  Be on your guard against all kinds of greed; a man’s life does not consist in the abundance of his possessions.”  (vv. 14-15)
· Generous living recognizes God’s provision – “The ground of a certain rich man produced a good crop.”  (v. 16)
(Important Note - When we fail to see God’s generosity in our lives we become…
· Self-reliant – “He thought to himself, ‘What shall I do?’”  (v. 17)
· Self-indulgent – “This is what I’ll do.  I will tear down my barns and build bigger ones, and there I will store all my grain and my goods.  And I’ll say to myself, ‘You have plenty of good things laid up for many years.  Take life easy; eat, drink, and be merry.’”  (vv. 18-19)
· Generous living realizes life’s brevity and eternity’s certainty – “But God said to him, ‘You fool!  This very night your life will be demanded from you.  Then who will get what you have prepared for yourself?’”  (v. 20)
· Generous living re-defines what it means to be rich – “This is how it will be with anyone who stores up things for himself but is not rich towards God.”  (v. 21)
“In everything I did, I showed you that by this kind of hard work we must help the weak, remembering the words the Lord Jesus himself said, ‘It is more blessed to give than to receive.’”  (Acts 20:35)
























