1 Corinthians – Untangled

Divisions


My prayer is not for them alone.  I pray also for those who will believe in me through their message, that all of them may be one, Father, just as you are in me and I am in you.  

(John 17:20-21)
In chapter 1, Paul seeks to untie the knot of division in the church…

· The plea: unity – “I appeal to you, brothers, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that all of you agree with one another so that there may be no divisions among you and that you may be perfectly united in mind and thought.”  (v. 10)
· The problem: immaturity – “My brothers, some from Chloe’s household have informed me that there are quarrels among you.  What I mean is this: One of you says, ‘I follow Paul’; another, ‘I follow Apollos’; another, ‘I follow Cephas’; still another, ‘I follow Christ.’  (vv. 11-12)
Brothers, I could not address you as spiritual but as wordly – mere infants in Christ.  (1 Cor. 3:1)
· The principle: we’re one – “Is Christ divided?  Was Paul crucified for you?  Were you baptized into the name of Paul?”  (v. 13)
· The priority: the gospel – “I am thankful that I did not baptize any of you except Crispus and Gaius, so no one can say that you were baptized into my name.  (Yes, I also baptized the household of Stephanas; beyond that I don’t remember if I baptized anyone else).  For Christ did not send me to baptize, but to preach the gospel – not with words of human wisdom, lest the cross of Christ be emptied of its power.”  (vv. 14-17)
Whatever happens, conduct yourselves in a manner worthy of the gospel of Christ.  Then, whether I come and see you or only hear about you in my absence, I will know that stand firm in one spirit, contending as one man for the faith of the gospel without being frightened in any way by those who oppose you.  (Phil. 1:27-28)
Unity: Jesus prayed for it and the Bible commands it…

Be completely humble and gentle; be patient, bearing with one another in love.  Make every effort to keep the unity of the Spirit through the bond of peace.  (Eph. 4:2-3)
























