“You-Turn” – Getting Your Relationships Back Online

Part 1 – Choose Your Priority


One problem in relationships is that we aim our love at the wrong targets – for example…

 Again I saw something meaningless under the sun: There was a man all alone; he had neither son nor brother. There was no end to his toil, yet his eyes were not content with his wealth. "For whom am I toiling," he asked, "and why am I depriving myself of enjoyment?" This too is meaningless-- a miserable business!  (Ecclesiastes 4:7-8)
Here’s how Jesus aimed our love…

One of the teachers of the law came and heard them debating. Noticing that Jesus had given them a good answer, he asked him, "Of all the commandments, which is the most important?  "The most important one,” answered Jesus, "is this: 'Hear, O Israel, the Lord our God, the Lord is one.  Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind and with all your strength.  The second is this: 'Love your neighbor as yourself.' There is no commandment greater than these.”  (Mark 12:28-31)

The teacher of the law asked a question of priority – “Of all the commandments, which is the most important?”

Life’s greatest priority involves...

· A loving relationship with God.

As Jesus and the disciples continued on their way to Jerusalem, they came to a village where a woman named Martha welcomed them into her home.  He sister, Mary, sat at the Lord’s feet, listening to what he taught.  But Martha was worrying over the big dinner she was preparing.  She came to Jesus and said, ‘Lord, doesn’t it seem unfair to you that my sister just sits here while I do all the work?  Tell her to come and help me.’  But the Lord said to her, ‘My dear Martha, you are so upset over all these details!  There is really only one thing worth being concerned about.  Mary has discovered it – and I won’t take it away from her.’”  (Mark 10:40-42, NLT)
· Loving relationships with people.

· Asking: What’s worth my time? – “Love your neighbor as yourself.”
· Asking: How much do I care? – “Love your neighbor as yourself.”

To love God who is in heaven is to love people on earth…

If anyone says, "I love God," yet hates his brother, he is a liar. For anyone who does not love his brother, whom he has seen, cannot love God, whom he has not seen.  And he has given us this command: Whoever loves God must also love his brother.  (1 John 4:20-21)
