Coming Home for christmas
Coming Home to LOVE
The problem with relationships during the Holidays – people aim their love at the wrong targets…
· Money and gifts
· Schedules and tasks
· Themselves
For where jealousy and selfish ambition exist, there is disorder and every evil thing.  

James 3:16, NAS
Paul reminds us that future Christmas’s won’t get any easier…
But mark this: There will be terrible times in the last days.  People will be lovers of themselves, lovers of money, boastful, proud, abusive, disobedient to their parents, ungrateful, unholy, without love, unforgiving, slanderous, without self-control, brutal, not lovers of the good, treacherous, rash, conceited, lovers of pleasure rather than lovers of God--having a form of godliness but denying its power. Have nothing to do with them.
2 Timothy 3:1, NIV
Jesus taught us to aim our love in a different direction – towards God and others…
One of the teachers of the law came and heard them debating. Noticing that Jesus had given them a good answer, he asked him, "Of all the commandments, which is the most important?  "The most important one,” answered Jesus, "is this: 'Hear, O Israel, the Lord our God, the Lord is one.  Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind and with all your strength.'  The second is this: 'Love your neighbor as yourself.' There is no commandment greater than these.’  Mark 12:28-31, NIV
· The teacher of the law asked a question of value – “Of all the commandments, which is the most important?”
And now these three remain: faith, hope and love. But the greatest of these is love.  
1 Cor. 13:13, NIV
Why is love greater?

· Faith and hope result in our receiving something.
· Love results in our giving something.

Dear friends, let us love one another, for love comes from God.  Everyone who loves has been born of God and knows God.  Whoever does not love does not know God, because God is love.  This is how God showed his love among us: He sent his one and only Son into the world that we might live through him.  This is love: not that we loved God, but that he loved us and sent his Son as an atoning sacrifice for our sins.  Dear friends, since God so loved us, we also ought to love one another.  No one has ever seen God; but if we love one another, God lives in us and his love is made complete in us.  1 John 4:7-12, NIV
So, the question today is NOT – “How can I be more loved this Christmas?”
The question today IS – “How can I be more loving this Christmas?”












