Coming Home for christmas
Coming Home to HOPE
May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace as you trust in him, so that you may overflow with hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.  Rom. 15:13 (NIV)
What is hopelessness?  Having no reason or cause to expect a good outcome…
…remember that you were at that time separated from Christ, alienated from the commonwealth of Israel, and strangers to the covenants of promise, having no hope and without God in the world.  Eph. 2:12  (RSV)

There is a difference between hopelessness and helplessness…
· Hopelessness is a state of mind in which we have no faith in the future, no faith in others, and no faith in ourselves.
· Helplessness is a state of being where we must rely on someone else to help us get back on our feet.

I will praise you forever for what you have done; in your name I will hope, for your name is good. 
 Psalm 52:9  (NIV)
Can you really find hope in a name?  It depends on the name of the one you call upon…

When you worry about your needs, look to…
JEHOVAH-JIREH: (Gen. 22:14) – The Lord will provide.
When you are ill or wounded, look to…
JEHOVAH-RAFA: (Exod. 15:22-26) – The Lord who heals.
When you are weary and facing conflict, look to…
JEHOVAH-SHALOM: (Judges 6:24) – The Lord Our Peace.
When you need comfort and guidance, look to…
JEHOVAH-RO’I: (Psa. 23:1) – The Lord our Shepherd.
When you feel alone, look to…

JEHOVAH-SHAMMAH: (Ezek. 48:35) - The Lord is There.
When you need protection, look to…

JEHOVAH-NISSI: (Ex. 17:15) – The Lord Our Banner.  
When you need God, look to…

IMMANUEL – God With Us.
"The virgin will be with child and will give birth to a son, and they will call him Immanuel"--which means, "God with us."  Matthew 1:23  (NIV)












