The Beatitudes: A “Happy” Life in an Upside Down Kingdom
“Blessed are the peacemakers…”

Building off of the previous Beatitudes comes the normal occupation of the Christian…
Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called sons of God.  (Matthew 5:9)
There is a difference between a truce and peace…

· Truce – putting the guns down so you can reload.

· Peace – resolving the conflict and restoring the relationship.
Do not repay anyone evil for evil.  Be careful to do what is right in the eyes of everybody.  If it is possible, as far as it depends on you, live at peace with everyone.  Do not take revenge, my friends, but leave room for God’s wrath…  (Rom. 12:17-19)
“Peacemakers” – Greek ‘ereine’ (peace) and ‘poieo’ (to make) – peace must be made.

Love and faithfulness meet together; righteousness and peace kiss each other.  (Psalm 85:10)
To be a peacemaker means…

· You have made peace with God.

Therefore, since we have been justified through faith, we have peace with God through our Lord JesusChrist, through whom we have gained access by faith into this grace in which we now stand.  (Romans 5:1)
· You help others make peace with God.
We are therefore Christ’s ambassadors, as though God were making his appeal through us.  We implore you on Christ’s behalf:  Be reconciled to God.  (2 Cor. 5:20)
· You help make peace with others.

Make every effort to live in peace with all men and to be holy; without holiness no one will see the Lord.  (Heb. 12:14)

The reward – “…for they will be called sons of God.”
The reward here is not one of accommodation by God but rather association with God.
























NOTE:  Spiritual worship and relational warfare cannot exist at the same altar – 





Therefore, if you are offering your gift at the altar and there remember that your brother has something against you, leave your gift there in front of the altar.  First go and be reconciled to your brother; then come and offer your gift.  (Matthew 5:23-24)








