The Beatitudes: A “Happy” Life in an Upside Down Kingdom
“Blessed are the pure in heart…”

The aim of Jesus is not to reform the manners of society but to reform the hearts of people…
“Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God”.  (Matthew 5:8)
The Sermon on the Mount fleshes out how Jesus defines an “impure heart”…
· Improper desires – “What’s my true need?” 

“You have heard that is was said, ‘Do not commit adultery.’  But I tell you that anyone who looks at a woman lustfully has already committed adultery with her in his heart.”  (Matt. 5:27)
· Mixed motives – “What’s my true agenda?”
“And when you pray, do not be like the hypocrites, for they love to pray standing in the synagogues and on the street corners to be seen by men.”  (Matt. 6:5)
· Divided loyalties – “Where’s my true commitment?”

“No one can serve two masters.  Either he will hate the one and love the other, or he will be devoted to the one and despise the other.  You cannot serve both God and Money.”  (Matt. 6:24)
Therefore, to be pure in heart means to be…
· Seeking your satisfaction in God
· Growing in your devotion to God
“Above all else, guard your heart for it is the wellspring of life.”  (Prov. 4:23)
Keeping the heart pure relates directly to what we “store up” inside… 
The good man brings good things out of the good stored up in his heart, and the evil man brings evil things out of the evil stored up in his heart.  For out of the overflow of his heart his mouth speaks.  (Luke 6:45)
The Reward – “…for they will see God.”
Purity of heart brings God into focus because we all tend to see what we love.
“Whoever has my commands and obeys them, he is the one who loves me.  He who loves me will be loved by my Father, and I too will love him and show myself to him.”  (John 14:21)






























