The Beatitudes: A “Happy” Life in an Upside Down Kingdom
“Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness…”

UNDERSTANDING HUMAN DESIRE
· Human appetites command our lives as we search to satisfy them…
I denied myself nothing my eyes desired; I refused my heart no pleasure. My heart took delight in all my work, and this was the reward for all my labor.   Yet when I surveyed all that my hands had done and what I had toiled to achieve, everything was meaningless, a chasing after the wind; nothing was gained under the sun.  (Eccl. 2:10-11)
· God created us with a limitless appetite…

He has made everything beautiful in its time.  He has also set eternity in the hearts of men; yet they cannot fathom what God has done from beginning to end.”  (Eccl. 3:11)
JESUS, APPETITES, AND HAPPINESS – MATTHEW 5:6

“Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be filled.”  (Matt. 5:6)
Spiritual “hunger and thirst” assume two things…
· Being discontent with our present spiritual health 
“The laborer’s appetite works for him; his hunger drives him on.”  (Proverbs 16:26)
· Being committed to the “right” diet 
“Why spend money on what is not bread, and your labor on what does not satisfy?  Listen, listen to me, and eat what is good, and your soul will delight in the richest of fare.  Give ear and come to me; hear me that your soul may live.”  (Jer. 2:12-13)
“Righteousness” – a single-minded pursuit to be like Jesus…
But whatever was to my profit I now consider loss for the sake of Christ.  What is more, I consider everything a loss compared to the surpassing greatness of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord, for whose sake I have lost all things. I consider them rubbish, that I may gain Christ
and be found in him, not having a righteousness of my own that comes from the law, but that which is through faith in Christ-- the righteousness that comes from God and is by faith.   I want to know Christ and the power of his resurrection and the fellowship of sharing in his sufferings, becoming like him in his death, and so, somehow, to attain to the resurrection from the dead.  (Phil. 3:7-11)
The reward – “…for they will be filled.”

· Only an eternal God can satisfy an eternal appetite
“If I find in myself a desire which no experience in this world can satisfy, the most probable explanation is that I was made for another world.”  (C.S. Lewis)
The only way to happiness is to hunger and thirst for holiness.































