Paul’s Letter to the Colossians
A New Direction – 3:1-11
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In chapter 3 we are encouraged to chart a new course with Christ…
· Set the spiritual compass (vv. 1-2)
“…set your hearts…set your minds…”
NOTE:  Affections (what you love) + thoughts (what you think) = Actions (what you do)



So what is our true north in life?  
· It’s focused in one direction – “above” 
· It’s focused on one Person – “Christ”
· Discard the dead baggage (vv. 3-8)
· They destroy our moral purity – “…sexual immorality, impurity, lust, evil desires and greed, which is idolatry.”
· They destroy our relational liberty – “…anger, rage, malice, slander, and filthy language from your lips.”
NOTE:  These issues no longer reflect who we really are – “For you died, and your life is now hidden with Christ in God.”
· Embrace a new life (vv. 9-11)
NOTE:  How do I really measure progress here?  Three questions…

· Am I relating in a new way? – “Do not lie to each other…Here there is no Greek or Jew, circumcised or uncircumcised, barbarian, Scythian, slave or free, but Christ is all, and is in all.”
· Am I behaving in a new way? – “…since you have taken off your old self with its practices…”
· Am I understanding in a new way? – “…and have put on the new self, which is being renewed in knowledge in the image of its Creator.”
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